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We have seen plenty of growth and development occurring over the last couple of months with
our friends. Many of us have moved from sitting to crawling, crawling to cruising and cruising to walking!! The
bonds that have developed are also lovely, the children are all content and all parts of our individual routines are
running smoothly. Inside playtime favourites are definitely the musical instruments. The children are drawn to the
noise, natural textures and independent play that they provide. We have actually ordered more lovely natural mu-
sical instruments to extend on this. We have also been building on literacy and wellbeing by sharing lovely nursery
rhymes throughout the day and adding meaning to the text and lyrics by including components of the rhymes all
around the children. With the use of our Humpty Dumpty prop the children have loved watching as teachers act
out Humpty falling of the wall we made. We then extended on this by singing and acting our Twinkle Twinkle and
scaffolding this learning via adding some lovely home made twinkle stars to the ceiling in the cot rooms. Outside
the learning continued with the great props set up for the rhyme Incy Wincy spider, with a big plastic spider and
pipe for the children to pour water down. All great learning opportunities. The other concept we have been intro-
ducing and sharing is that of colour and all the learning that can come from this. We have read some lovely chil-
dren’s art books and pointed out the colours in the artists paintings, we have also had the ball pit full of coloured
balls and talked about the light and colour inside the bubbles as we blow them around the room. There is so much
for the children to enjoy and learn about as they play. All these experiences with colour follow on nicely from the

coloured perspex blocks that the children love looking through whilst they explore the room.
Thanks for all your great communication and partnership building with the children—it makes
the bond between all parties strong and
comfortable for all—April, Lauren and
Shelly 3)
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Busy, busy, busy, that is what we have been for the last couple of months. As the children have been
maturing so quickly of late in all areas of development, we find that they are embracing all that their day has to of-
fer, from a visiting performer to group times and outdoor activities. We are all settled and content and absorbing
so much information every day. Growing cognitive skills are very evident during the shows we have had visit
lately. The magician making “mistakes” were quickly pointed out by our clever Joeys, their level of concentration
and following of directions is also a sign of meaning and deeper understanding in their brain development. Of spe-
cial interest has been the concepts of anything and everything to do with nature, shapes and numbers, transport
and babies. Some of the ways we have linked and enhanced the understanding of these concepts and interests
have been by including puzzles and cognition resources for shape recognition and spatial awareness, lots of natu-
ral resources and literacy books giving meaning to how insects impact our world (Wombat Stew, Felt Board sto-
ries, Hungry Caterpillar, Incy Wincy songs and props, and of course our wonderful outdoor area that has actual
spiders webs, veggies, giant sunflowers and worms!!) Lots of our floor play has involved construction and transport
that support the other in learning. Outside we have been busy practicing our fundamental skills of under arm
throwing and to keep our bodies healthy on the inside we have been talking about different veggies and what they
look like, from growing in our veggie patch to then recognising them in our lunch that Catherine makes. As you

can see, the learning never stops and that is just how we all like it. Come and chat to us at
any time about how your child is going—Kate, Tahlia, Shelly and Paula :)




When thinking about writing this information, it seems to have become a case of what haven't we
been doing in the Wallabies!!! It is a hive of learning and activity 5 days a week! Let's start with friendships—Iots of
new ones developing with children being settled enough within their own wellbeing to feel confident to take on new
relationships with peers—this is lovely and a sign of a healthy sense of self. It has been fantastic to celebrate so
many birthdays over the last couple of months. We find these events much more than just the sharing of a cake, as
the children are able to share a sense of “sameness” and familiarity as everyone has a day they were born and can
understand and enjoy sharing that special feeling. More on wellbeing from within has come from our regular yoga
and tai chi sessions. The children respond fantastically to these experiences and helps the rowdier of our gang to
become centred and calm (it is a great thing to try at home!). On the overall learning front, we have documented so
much, but the stand outs are definitely Unit Block construction and an overall earth moving fascination. These ex-
periences often begin on the big mat with the unit blocks and then continue on into the playground with the sand pit
and pvc pipes. We have been told by our budding engineers about plumbing issues that require drainage, retaining
walls under bridges, super slides for sharks, rocket ships defending the country and also reminded to “Do not enter,
workers only”!! The imagination and thought that goes into these, at times, week long bodies of work are just mind
blowing and a delight to see and plan from. Other areas of interest have been germs, reading about them in books,
looking at them under magnifying glasses, our natural environment of gardening and caring for our goldfish, working
on our Fundamental movement skills, which we have done by practicing throwing, target practice, playing limbo and
jumping in sacks. We have also seen an emerging interest in writing with some of our older children which is a great
platform to work from with a view to school preparation. Just recently, as the weather has began to cool, we have
been enjoying getting together in small spaces and just being “away” from the rest of the group. This began with a
simple sheet over the painting easel with 5 close friends. We then moved on to a much more sophisticated set up of
a tent inside the classroom and then finally to a lovely quaint little tee-pee. The giggles and chats that could be
heard from outside these little “places of fun” were just priceless and what childhood is all about. Thanks for listening
Kim, Karen, Donna and Paula :)
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Ingredients

Any and all vegies you can boil up and then dice up when soft — make sure you add potato as one of them — don’t throw out
the water (veggie stock) you boil the vegies in.

Sheets of puff pastry — however many you want to make, usually get 2 to a sheet.
Standard white sauce made with vegetable stock—see below.
Method

When you make the white sauce, as the butter is melting, add curry powder so it melts and breaks up together. Then instead
of adding milk when the flour and butter are mixing, add the vegetable stock. When it is a nice curry white sauce you can
also add a hit of cheese to make it nice and rich.

Then just mix the vegies in the sauce and add a bit to a triangle of pastry, wrap up and bake in the oven until brown and
crispy. The children call these “veggie rolls” and love them, the staff call these “can’t stop eating them” rolls!!!
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