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....Firstly, we would like to welcome some new friends to the Possums—Olivia, Caitlin, Jasmine and
Harlan, and of course all their mums and dads. It is lovely to see our growing Possums showing their maturity and
sense of wellbeing as they have so warmly welcomed our new friends. We have seen lots of cuddles and sharing,
which is just beautiful. Following on from our last news update, our expressive language skills are just taking off, espe-
cially with lots of our friends having turned 2—they now have quite a lot to say! Our emerging interests have been
documented around the centre, you may have read about our cooking experiences including elements from our natu-
ral environment (rocks, logs etc) which have been further scaffolded by our educators providing opportunities for the
children to role play with cooking props and then move towards being involved in outcome based cooking experiences
as a group. We have observed that the group have come such a long way from the beginning of the year with their
concentration levels, signs of understanding and recall. Little brains are really such amazing things!! Our other inter-
ests have been focused on April’'s growing belly. We have had some wonderful questions, and tender moments talk-
ing about and furthermore caring for our own baby dolls. We have also documented some great information surround-
ing the topic of growth, and birth with lots of our families providing photos of the children during gestation in mum’s
tummy. This also tied in nicely with our whole centre eagerly hoping and awaiting the arrival of our butterfly from its
cocoon (another documentation on display in our foyer). It was a very exciting day in August when our butterfly finally
emerged and a truly defining teachable moment for these patient and caring little people of yours. Further learning has
focused on self help. With a view to moving to the toddler room next year, we have been working on taking off our
shoes, putting our belongings away and washing our hands and wiping our faces. We are all doing very well and ask
that parent’s try to encourage this at home also. You will be surprised what they understand and are capable of. Fi-
nally on the learning front, we have noticed the children’s ongoing interest in jungle animals from books and songs, so
you will notice lots of activities based around this topic. April asks to pass on her thanks to all for their kind words, sup-
port and lovely presents for her impending arrival and says she will miss all her little friends enormously. Just quietly, |
think she will be in for a visit pretty often!! Talk to you later April, Lauren, and Paula.

The Joeys have been so busy with lots of ongoing learning projects. Our Joey’s team has really em-
braced the concept of following the children’s lead and then providing learning experiences that foster the topic/area of
learning that the children are interested in, in turn giving the children the power in their own learning. Let's face it, we all like
to learn about things that we are interested in, at any age. So, our play and learning has followed an interesting course
starting with talking about Kate’s big holiday on a plane, which then led to discussions on Transport; making trains, train
tracks, cars, which then led to the important topic of Road Safety. The children have loved being involved in setting up
road play scenes inside and practicing their road safety knowledge in the playground. Our big culmination for this learning
area was going to be our great Road Safety Excursion to the Park, but due to a very bad run of sick staff, we had to call it
off. We hope that parents take every opportunity to build on their children’s growing knowledge on this topic and report/
take photos/share with us back at the centre. Thanks to all those parents who were willing to help out and then were so
understanding about the cancellation. Other exciting events was following the growth of our fat caterpillar to cocoon to but-
terfly. We are sure all the parents would have seen the great information in the foyer with pictures of the butterfly and a
documentation on the experience. It was a very big day for us! Some of our Joey friends have also been very interested in
April and Tahlia’s baby bellies. The children have spent lots of time feeling babies move and talking about the growing
baby. We have also captured this interest in a documentation with some of our mum’s bringing in great photos of their
baby bellies. Thank you for your involvement in your child’s learning, it makes such an impact on the children and teaches
them that learning is important. Being toddlers aged 2 and 3, we can be very fussy eaters, its just their job | suppose. To
combat this and make eating more enjoyable, we have been explaining about what food is really for and how it helps their
bodies. We introduced a Nutrition Plate and the children have really enjoyed talking about the different groups of food and
then discussing, trying and tasting these food groups while they eat their lunch. Finally, most of our Joey friends will be
moving to the Preschool room in 2012, so we have taken every opportunity we can to send some of our 3 year olds in for
orientation visits over the last couple of months. They just love being able to stride into the big room and enjoy the new

experience. That's all from us for now, Kate, Tahlia and Paula.




The year is moving along very quickly, with lots happening in the Wallaby room. Since our last
news we have continued our focus on concepts working on spatial awareness such as opposites. The other strong
conceptual interests we have been following has emerged from our outdoor environment. We always enjoy doing lots
of planting throughout the year, so this year to further their understanding of growth and survival we included a
weather vane and rain gauge in our back playground. This has led to many discussions on the position of the sun at
different times of the year, rain fall, water collection etc. In extending this we have been focusing on the rotation of the
sun, moon and earth and how this creates, days of the week, months of the year and subsequently how the seasons
work. We refer to this information often when engaged in many outdoor natural experiences. We have started to
document our learning on rainfall and are very much looking forward to the delivery of our big water tank which should
arrive any day now. Our iPad continues to be very popular and has been a great learning tool for many of our learning
experiences. The children love to play the games on it, but they are beginning to understand its purpose and connec-
tion with the world wide web of information and how this can help us learn. Lots of big concepts there for little people!

Out on our play tables and areas we have been enjoying the light box looking at bones of people and animals and
matching photos of bodies with the x-rays. We also had our Listening Post out for quite a few weeks which the chil-
dren absolutely adore—lots of singing loudly with headphones on—always priceless! As we head towards our school
preparation program we can see lots of evidence of children that are showing signs of early literacy and school readi-
ness. Just showing an interest in writing, in any form, is a sign of school readiness. We encourage all attempts and
provide lots of writing props to help guide them towards good pencil grip, letter formation and understanding the mean-
ing/sounds of the letters in their name. The other area of emergent literacy has been happening with the children’s
interest in signs in their daily life. The children can recognize and make meaning of many signs, some just with letters
others with graphics, but along with years worth of book reading and seeing adults in their life engaged in reading, you
have the perfect equation for life long reading skills. This is all so great to see and will form a good platform for our 8
week school prep program that starts in October. A final area that supports our children’s literacy has been lots of po-
etry reading and acting out of stories. The children love to play the roles in different fairy tales eg, 3 Billy Goats Gruff.
We have some potential thespians in the group who take on the roles whole heartedly. Finally we would like to wel-
come Liam and his mum and dad Emily and Steve to the Wallaby room. Keep a look out for further information on the
School Preparation Program that will be available shortly. We always encourage all our families to also have a good
look at the Daily Journal so you can further enhance the children’s learning, by discussing what happened at Preschool
at dinner time, bath time or bed time. Thanks for reading Kim, Donna, Karen and Nicola.
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September

19th Henny Penny Hatch-
ing unit staying for 2
weeks and set up in the
Wallaby room

26th—Paula on annual
leave for one week

Gabe turned 3
Emily O turned 3
Anthony turned 4
Emma turned 4

Annika turned 3
Luca turned 3
Joel turned 3
Chloe turned 2
Zane turned 2

Jarryd turned 2
Michah turned 3
Tyler turned 4
Rachael turned 4
Joe K turned 4
Charlotte turned 4
Oliver T turned 5

October

4th—10th—Kim annual
leave

17th—Karen on annual
leave for one week

24th—Lauren on annual
leave for 2 weeks

Sunday 30th—Family Fun
Day at Hunter Wetlands

November

Wednesday 9th—School
Portraits

Fri 25th—Elder Street
Xmas Party at the centre




